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PIPE
Interview with the designers GARCIACUMINI

Pipe — design GarciaCumini

e 3 adjectives to define Pipe
Timeless, elegant, distinctive.

e Contemporary and classic at the same time. How do you get to this delicate balance?
Through a process of careful selection. It is part of the philosophy and design code of our studio to
create objects that can last over time, but which are at the same time a mirror of the historical
moment in which they are devised and designed.
The different eras are defined by typical features and archetypes that often linger for a long time.
This is our goal even when we produce seats.

e How important is research for this project?
Research, both at the design and manufacturing level, is fundamental and is to be conducted both
independently and with the company: a project is the result of both components. The combination
of expertise and different points of view always creates a great deal of inspiration. In Pipe, the ring
that separates and joins the back leg to the element that rises to support the back has a decorative

chairs and tables
www.piaval.it

Piaval srl / via del Collio 57, 33048 S. Giovanni al Natisone (Ud) Italy / P.O. Box n® 41 - Partita Iva 00272400300 / tel.+39 0432 756046 / +39 0432 936600 /fax +39 0432 756815 / info@piaval.it



PIAVAL

but also structural function. It highlights a wooden joint that is the result of advanced technological
research and makes it possible to avoid crosspieces.

e Pipe represents "slow design." In what terms?
It all started with study and in-depth research, then we moved on to the proposal.
The research stemmed from the sociological analysis of users' habits in order to find a unique trait
that can make the product recognizable. Pipe points to an object of ancient tradition, symbol of an
ability to enjoy life slowly, drawing satisfaction from beautiful things.
The study of materials, the use of technology, the goal to overcome some challenges posed by
woodworking have allowed us to discover how far we can go and create an elegant seat that, like a
good pipe, is intended to last a lifetime.

Vicente Garcia e Cinzia Cumini

The decorative ring of Pipe chair, that separates and joins the rear leg to the element that rises to
support the backrest, guarantees solidity to the seat. Pipe expresses a formal evolution also in the
total absence of beams. The structure of the chair is in beech, ash or walnut wood, the seat is
characterized by a wise padding, and a great variety of coverings that range from fabric to
leather.
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